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Message from the Menaheles
The Gemara in Megillah, with Rashi’s explanation, instructs us to read the Megillah
on Purim at night and again during the day, to remind us that the Jews at the time
of the gezeira were praying day and night.
The Midrash relates that the Satan proposed to Hashem Yisborach the annihilation of our nation on account of two major transgressions, bowing to the idol of
Nevuchadnezar and partaking of Achashverosh’s feast. Eliyahu Hanavi awakened
Moshe Rabbeinu, related to him the great peril that faced our nation and appealed
to him to intervene on our behalf. Moshe Rabbeinu sent Eliyahu to Mordechai
to instruct him to pray and that he, Moshe Rabbeinu himself would pray on our
behalf as well.
Purim is especially designated as a time for prayer. Our students have been encouraged to take advantage of this auspicious time, “”כל הפושט יד נותנים לו, and to
daven and say Tehillim on Purim.
On a personal note, I am humbled and moved by the amount of Tehillim
recited this past week (on behalf of Chaim Velvel ben Esther Malka). The
entire Sefer Tehillim was completed many times, bearing eloquent testimony to my beloved, exceptional students at MHS who clearly understand
the power of tefilla and the beauty of friendship.
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May the entire MHS family and all of Klal Yisroel merit the fulfillment of
“”ליהודים היתה אורה ושמחה וששון ויקר
Mrs. T. Yanofsky

As we go to print, we join Klal Yisrael in mourning the petira of
מרן הגאון האדיר ראש הישבה

רב שמואל אוירבך זצ׳׳ל
תורה תורה חגרי שק
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From the desk of the Editors
The last pasuk we read in the Megillah is
״כי מרדכי היהודי משנה למלך אחשווירוש וגדול ליהודים ורצוי לרב אחיו דרש טוב לעמו ודבר שלום לכל זרעו״
One these words, Rav Mattisyahu Solomon asks in his Sefer Matnas Chaim, what exactly does the
word  רבmean? And why now, after the Megillah has just completed telling the entire story of Purim,
does it go back to tell us that Mordechai was a viceroy who always looked out for Klal Yisroel’s
benefit?
The Matnas Chaim answers that the greatness of Mordechai was that he showed the middah of true
ahavas Yisroel. At the time that the gezeira to kill Bnei Yisroel was made, Klal Yisroel blamed Mordechai. They thought that the entire terror came about because Mordechai refused to bow to Haman.
Therefore, it made absolutely no sense that when Mordechai told them they must daven and fast
with him for three days, they would listen. So why did they do it?
They did it because Mordechai spoke to them in such a way that it was apparent that he had always
had their best interests in mind. He called them “My brothers!” So of course they would listen to
him, because they knew he only wanted to help. It was this special quality of Mordechai that helped
Klal Yisroel do teshuva and ultimately, allowed the Geulah to come.
It is important to understand the impact that each one of us can have on someone else. Just lending
a smile or a helping hand can make a person feel a true sense of acceptance and belonging. Let us
all use this Purim to focus on  ”כל ישראל ערבים זה לזה״and let this be the year that we can use it to
bring to ultimate Geulah.
Thank you to everyone who submitted! This would not have been possible without you!
Freilichin Purim,
Your Moadim Crew 2018

Thank you to our Moadim Editors
Racheli Brunner, Esther Mehlman, Michal Treitel,
Lele Book, Yehudit Cohen and Yehudis Haas
for a spectacular edition.
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The True Rasha

When reading Megillas Esther on a pshat level, it strikes
us that Achashverosh doesn’t seem to be a particularly
demonic figure. It seems as though he simply followed
Haman’s instructions to murder the Jewish people. Upon
further inspection, however, Achashverosh’s hatred for
the Jewish people is palpable. One commentary writes
that he abhorred the Jews so much that his hatred exceeded even that of Haman. In fact, he halted the building of the Beis Hamikdash which had begun with Koresh’s
permission, for no reason, other than to be cruel to Bnei
Yisrael.

shatnez, and were, therefore, obviously assur. The culture
at all of the parties at that time was to force the guests
to drink lots of wine, but at this particular party, Achashverosh insisted that no one be forced to drink. He wanted
the Jews to sin of their own free will, so that it would
be completely their fault. Achashverosh also had the keilim from the Beis Hamikdash littered all over his palace,
which was another way to intentionally make Bnei Yisrael
slip up. It is said that this generation of Jewish people
was worthy of destruction because they enjoyed Achashverosh’s party, which displayed the keilim of the Beis Hamikdash. This showed that they no longer acutely felt the
loss of the Mikdash. They had become so disconnected
from the worst tragedy in Jewish history that they didn’t
feel disgusted enough to want to leave; instead they enjoyed the excessive feasting and drinking. Unfortunately,
we face the same challenge today. The churban was so long
ago that it is hard for us to feel a connection. The story
of Purim reminds us that it is crucial that we find ways
to reconnect and maintain our feeling of the loss. In that
way we will continue to defy Achashveirosh’s evil designs.

From the midrash we learn that the main objective of
Achashverosh’s party was to get the Jewish people to sin,
because Achashverosh knew that mitzvos are the strength
of Klal Yisrael. Achashverosh wanted to destroy all the
good in the world and knew that Hashem was protecting
Bnei Yisrael. He hosted a party to present specific stumbling blocks so that the Jews would sin, and subsequently their ‘shield’ would be let down. One example of the
trickery that he used is that he offered completely kosher
food at the parties in order to lure the Jews in, but he had
tapestries and pillows on the couches which contained

- Mia Lubetski

The Hidden Miracles

In contrast to most of our other holidays, on Purim,
Hallel is not recited. Our Rebbeim explain that, among other reasons, Hallel is omitted because the Megillah is read
instead. This explanation, however, poses another question: why do we replace singing the praises of
G-d (Hallel) with a historical narrative (the Megillah)? Shouldn’t the customs of Purim be comparable to those of Chanukah and Pesach? All
three holidays commemorate nissim for which
we give thanks; why, then, does Purim adopt
an alternative medium of remembering the neis
that occured?

stand how it is a miracle. It is sometimes easier to marvel
at the blatant miracles--those which follow after disaster
strikes; the more elaborate and relieving miracles. An important theme of Purim, however, is the subtle presence

On Pesach we celebrate our freedom from
actual bondage; on Chanukah, we are thankful for our victory over actual persecution and
tyranny. On Purim, however, we celebrate that
which could have happened, but didn’t. We read
the Megillah to appreciate that Haman’s persecution of the Jews was a threat/plan that was
foiled before it was set to occur. The Megillah
underscores this neis of prevention. To better
appreciate the miracle, we first have to under-

By: Ayli Tavakoly
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of hidden miracles. Although they are less outright, even miracles of prevention of disaster and
trauma are truly incredible. The Purim story is a
reminder that the initial occurrence of tragedy,
followed by a sudden salvation, is not the only
formula for a “miracle.” Even though it is amazing to hear stories of Hashem providing refuah
to those in near-death situations, it is equally imperative that we realize the importance of never
getting to that level of sickness in the first place.
Every second of health is another miraculous
second of not being sick.

By: Gitty Boshnack

This is why we read the Megillah on Purim.
The Megillah helps us appreciate that our lives
are replete with hidden miracles, which is truly
what Purim is all about.
- Chani Shulman

Hashem is Truly Everywhere

“Hashem is here, Hashem is there, Hashem is truly everywhere” is a song we have sung since preschool. But
where can we see it? Ironically, we see it in the sole book
of Tanach which never mentions Hashem: Megillas Esther.
The Purim story, as we call it, was perfectly orchestrated
by Hashem. Every time the Megillah speaks of the “Melech” (as opposed to “Melech Achashverosh”), the passuk is
really referring to Hashem. Furthermore, we see Hashem throughout the events of the Megillah. In Perek Aleph,
this occurs numerous times. For example, when Queen
Vashti made a party. Numerous commentators say that
the reason for Achashverosh’s party was to celebrate his
becoming an absolute ruler, or to show his power, in order to ensure his people would not rebel. If so, then why
was Vashti also making her own party? All of the power

was Achashverosh’s, and she had no subjects who might
rebel against her. The answer is simple: Hashem. Hashem made it this way so that the women at Vashti’s party
would get drunk and begin to speak in loud voices, which
would cause the men to hear the women, and speak about
which woman is the most beautiful. As a result of this,
Achashverosh would call Vashti to display her beauty in
front of the men, and she would refuse, which would lead
to her execution. This will pave the path to Esther becoming queen. At the very beginning of the Megillah, we
see one of the many instances where Hashem’s presence
is intimated in Megillas Esther, despite the fact that His
name is never mentioned.
- Noa Klein

Accepting the Torah

Haman was happy when the pur came out in Adar because he knew that Moshe died in Adar. However, the
Gemara says he made a mistake because Moshe was also
born on that day.

of Moshe. One, the hidden Moshe of Adar, and two, the
revealed Moshe of Sivan. Sivan is the climax of all open
miracles we experienced at Yetzias Mitzraim and Krias Yam
Suf, when Hashem revealed Himself to us and gave us
the Torah.

What does this mean and how does the Gemara respond? R’ Moshe Shapiro explains that Moshe was born
Chazal teach us in the Gemara Shabbos that at Har Sinai,
on ז׳ אדר. Three months later he was revealed on ו׳ סיון. Hashem raised the mountain over our heads and saidHence, Moshe has two birthdays, giving us two aspects -‘accept or die.’ This means that the revelation was so
5

compelling that we were coerced to accept; in particular, the Torah Sheb’al-peh. Centuries later, after the Purim
miracle, we accepted willingly, without coercion, as there
was no great revelation. Instead, we were influenced by a
hidden miracle, one which appeared to occur through the
natural course of events. Haman was thrilled when the
pur came out in Adar, because this was the month that
Moshe died. He was thinking of the Moshe of miracles
and nevuah. He knew that these phenomena were happening less and less. There were few open miracles and
the era of prophecy was coming to an end. Hashem was
turning His back on us, the proof being that the lottery

fell out in Adar, the death of Moshe. He didn’t realize
that it was also the month that Moshe was born. He didn’t
realize that the hidden Moshe was born in Adar. And, the
hidden one continues to dwell among us even after the
revealed one no longer remains. Yes, he was right that
we were no longer, after Purim, receiving Torah Sh’bichtav,
Torah through prophecy. But after Purim there was an
explosion of hidden Torah, Torah Sheb’al-peh. This Torah
we create through our thinking and creativity. This Moshe
lives in us forever.
- Ayelet Wein

Unlikely Torah Teachers

The Gemara offers us a startling piece of information: “”בני המן מלמדי תורה בבני ברק- The sons of Haman
were teaching Torah in Bnei Brak! Two questions emerge
from this Gemara: First, weren’t the offspring of Haman
killed? And second, do we not have a mitzvah to destroy
Amalek?! How can they be teachers in Bnei Brak?! In
response to the first question, the statement obviously
refers to offspring of Haman who were not necessarily killed when the Jews were victorious. In response to
the second question, we recall that in the aftermath of
the Purim miracle, many people converted to Judaism
( )ורבים מעמי הארץ מתיהדיםWhat must have occurred is
that the descendants of Haman were spurred to teshuvah
and convinced beis din that they were genuine converts.
Years later as a result of the dispersion of people, those

offspring of Haman landed in Bnei Brak. The powerful
message of this surprising Gemara is that even in a face
of a gezaira from Shamayim, there is always a road back. If
a person wants to do good, Hashem will leave an opening. The miracle of Purim is testament to the truth that
everyone has a way back to Hashem. Not only did the
Jews return to the ways of the Torah, but even the sons
of Haman, who was the root of all of Bnei Yisrael’s travail,
were able to become Torah teachers.
Based on an essay by Rav Yitzchak Hutner zt”l, Rosh
Hayeshiva of Chaim Berlin, which appears in “Purim In a
New light,” a sefer of Rav Pinchas Stopler.
- Tamar Lewin

The Promise

By: Ayala Cweiber
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On Purim we are commanded to
behave in ways that seem antithetical to the spirit of Judaism. The men
drink until they can’t discern good
from bad. Similarly, the Purim story
unfolds in a way that is the opposite
of what Bnei Yisroel expected. Bnei
Yisrael thought they were doomed;
they dreaded their impending death,
and yet, Hashem turned their expectations upside down. No matter
what we endure, Hashem keeps His
word, and we will never be destroyed.

We see a parallel with Akeidas Yitzchak.
Avraham, the quintessence of chessed and rachamim, takes on the middah of Yitzchak, din.
Yitzchak relinquishes his intrinsic temperment of din -- succumbing to death knowing
that he was not chayav misa. The Apter Rav
proves this point using the pasuk -  הנני בני-,
and translating it as “Behold I am my son”,
instead of the more common translation,
“Here I am, my son.” Here too, we see the
idea that Hashem will always go back to his
original promise that we will be a nation that
will live forever no matter what the situation
looks like- even if it’s the complete opposite of what we expect.The greatest simcha
is when the opposite of what we think will
happen happens- Hashem surprises us for
the better.
- Ariella Seidemann

By: Leah Harris

Esther Hamalka’s Tefillah

There is a beautiful Midrash on Megilas Esther (Midrash
‘Here I am, searching for Your mercy from window to
Rabbah, Esther 8:7), which I believe captures a very im- window in the house of Achashverosh’
portant lesson of the story of Purim, and teaches us what
 עמוד נא לימין היתומה הזאת אשר...ועתה ה’ הצליחה נא
it means to be a yid.
 ותנה אותי לרחמים לפני האיש הזה,בחסדך בטחה
After the decree against the Jewish people was craft‘And now Hashem please help me to be successful and
ed by Haman Harasha, Esther called for Mordechai and
instructed him: “”לך כנוס את כל היהודים, go and gath- stand to the right of this orphan who has placed her bier all of the Jews. The Midrash explains that this was tachon in You, and allow me to achieve mercy [for the
a request for the Jewish people to daven for Esther Jewish people] before this man …’
while she undertook the dangerous mission of pleadWhat I, personally, derive from Esther’s tefillah is that
ing on their behalf. Mordechai gathered all the “ti- she understood that only through bitachon in Hashem
nokos”, little children, put on sackcloth and ashes, and would she be successful. Emunah and bitachon were the
“”והיו צועקים ובוכים ועוסקים בתורה, they cried out, dav- key ingredients to saving the Jewish people. After going
ened, and were involved in the study of Torah.
from window to window, and person to person, in the

At the same time, the Midrash explains, Esther, too, was government of Achashverosh, only Hashem, in response
very frightened by the evil decree that threatened to anni- to tefillah, would save the Jewish people. Also, we can learn
hilate her people, and she offered her own personal tefilah: from Esther’s tefillah that in our own lives, as well, there
may be times that we have to do or say something diffiעזור נא אמתך אשר נשארתי... ה’ אלקי ישראלcult to stand up for Torah values, or for a friend, or for
... יתומה בלי אב ואם ומשולה לעניה שואלת מבית לביתourselves; in other words we may need to go from ‘window to window’ in our own personal way. Esther teaches
‘Hashem, please help Your maidservant whom You us that we must invest serious human effort, hishtadlus,
left orphaned without a father or mother; who is as a which when coupled with genuine emunah and bitachon and
poor woman searching from house to house…’
focused tefilah will be”H bring a great measure of success.
כאן אנכי שואלת רחמיך מחלון לחלון בבית אחשורוש
- Tova Schwartz
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Caring About Another

 ”ובכל יום ויום מרדכי מתהלך לפני חצר בית הנשים לדעת אתother. This is what makes a great person and this is what
“ּ שלום אסתר ומה יעשה בהmakes a great leader. As a result, Hashem saw fit to make
him a leader of many people, people whose well-being
‘And every day Mordechai would walk in front of the would now be his concern.
courtyard of the women’s residence to find out how Esther was faring and what was happening to her.’
A sign of a great leader is his attentiveness to the small
things; his intense concern for each individual, and the
state of her physical and emotional wellness. That is the
type of person Hashem chooses to lead Am Yisrael. That
is the sort of person that Moshe Rabbeinu was, and that
is the type of individual that Dovid HaMelech was. Each
of them was a shepherd who was concerned about each
and every sheep, and in each of them Hashem saw the
potential for great leadership. A person doesn’t have to
make a big splash in the public eye about to be considered
great. Great people are the ones who quietly notice the
small things in life and take care of them in a refined and
modest matter. Mordechai possessed this deep sense of
caring and that is why he rose to leadership.

At first glance, this activity does not appear to involve
a great degree of mesirus nefesh. After all, how hard is it to
pass by the women’s courtyard each day, when you are
in the area anyway? Upon deeper reflection, though, we
realize how out of character it must have been for a man
of Mordechai’s stature to appear regularly at the women’s
quarters. Surely it caused him great discomfort to do so,
and perhaps even opened the opportunity for public critique of his actions.

Yet the passuk clearly states that each and every day
he passed by to check on Esther. For what purpose?
ּ !לדעת את שלום אסתר ומה יעשה בהTo check on the welfare
of Esther! He was so anxious about and concerned for
Esther, that each and every day he put himself in a com- Daniella Cohen, Adapted from Rabbi Yehuda
promised situation - one that likely evoked slanderous remarks about his character - yet his own self didn’t matter Steinberg
to him since he was so focused on the well-being of an-

Purim & the Rest
of the Year

The Midrash states that in the times of Mashiach
all Yamim Tovim will become nullified, except for Purim. Why is this so?
The Arizal explains that Purim encompasses aspects of all the other Yamim Tovim of the year: on
Pesach, we celebrate the events through which
Hashem redeemed us from the hands of the Egyptians; similarly, on Purim we commemorate the way
in which Hashem saved us from the Persians. On
Shavuos, we accepted the Torah, and on Purim, as
Rashi explains, the Jews re-accepted the Torah out of
love, in response to the miracles Hashem had done
for them. On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we
are judged based on our actions of the past year,
and beg forgiveness for everything we did wrong,
and on Purim, the Jews were judged favorably in

By: Leora Mause
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response to their fasting and
repenting. Lastly, the Sukkah
represents the ananei hakavod
which protected Bnei Yisroel
and symbolized Hashem’s love
for them So too, on Purim we
commemorate Hashem’s love
for us and express gratitude to
him for shielding us.
Purim is more than just one
holiday; it encompasses all the
holidays of the year and thereby holds so much power.
- Avigail Spira, Adapted
from Rabbi Yehudah Prero

By: Chava Milo

A Long Fast

“”וצומו עלי ואל־תאכלו ואל־תשתו שלשת ימים לילה

va they should fast for 74 days if they can, and if not
74 hours is also acceptable. Mathematically, three days
is only 72 hours. Rav Bibas thinks the Yalkut Shimoni
is actually asking how they survived if they only fasted
for 72 hours which is 3 days. When the Midrash says
“”אלא שהפסיקו מבעוד יום, it means they stopped eating 2
hours before the first day of the fast began and that is
why they lived. The Jews fasted for 74 hours and as a result were able to complete teshuva and be saved.

The Midrash asks a question on this passuk, how did
the Jews fast for three days and three nights without dying? The Midrash answers “ ”אלא שהפסיקו מבעוד יוםwhich
is translated as “they stopped while it was still day.” Most
people’s understanding of this Midrash is that they ended
the fast early. In Halacha, if you do something on part of
the day it counts as the whole day (like in aveilus). However, Rav Bibas, the uncle of the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh, is
This explanation was recently found in manuscript
perplexed by this answer and has a different understanding of this Midrash. He learns the answer from the expla- form and only published this past Elul.
nation of the Yalkut Chadash on the passuk in Hosheya,
“ ״שובה ישראל עד ה׳ אלקיךThe gematria of  עדis 74.
The Midrash says that if somebody wants to do teshu-

- Essie Abittan

By: Chavi Zelefsky

By: Esther Guelfguat
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By: Esther Mehlman

By: Rachel Berenshteyn

By: Michal Rogosnitzy

By: Yaffa Barsky
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By: Esty Friedman

By: Chaviva Berger

By: Mikki Treitel

By: Avigail Ovitsh

By: Sara Sash

By: Tzophie Ulano
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Sophomore Megillah Class

A teacher’s hope and aspiration is that her words leave a lasting impression on her students. If only we could have
an everlasting impact that would change the way our students experience  רוחניותin their lives! Teaching מגילת אסתר
to the tenth grade this year has been an enriching experience. Watching my  תלמידותgain a deeper appreciation for
the  מגילהpersonalities, and seeing them absorb the messages of the  מגילהin a personal way, has been a sheer delight!
Please enjoy the following timeless lessons, expressed in their own words. Simchas Purim, Mrs. S. Ferber
silent until his coronation was publicly announced. These
three ancestors of Esther, who exemplified the middah of
shesikah, were the wellspring from which she drew this inherent quality. We all have our own instinctive good traits,
yet, these qualities are only truly praiseworthy when they
are used to do ratzon Hashem. The word middah, meaning
a trait, can also mean ‘measure.’ Part of using our good
middos is knowing when and to what measure to apply
them. Esther possessed the beautiful middah of shesikah;
Mordecai, however, was trying to explain to her that this
was her opportunity to break that middah. He sought to
teach her that silence is praiseworthy only when it is used
to further Hashem’s will. Esther was presented with a
situation that challenged her special middah, but which
also gave her a chance to prove that she would use her
good trait only if it helped her to accomplish to do the
will of Hashem. Esther merited ruach hakodesh because
of her ability to keep quiet about her lineage. However,
Esther also earned great reward because ultimately she
did speak up and approach Achashverosh, thereby saving the Jews. We learn from Esther the importance of
using good judgement when doing the will of Hashem
and displaying our inner middos. Esther had the beautiful
middah of shesikah, but she was able to recognize that she
was in a situation where she needed to “ignore”
that middah to honor Hashem. We learn from
the Baalai Mussar that we all have our own good
traits and qualities, some come easily and some
do not; however, it is the judgement we use
when assessing how to apply them that matters
the most. - Hanna Gerber

Utilizing Our Inner Middos - When Achashverosh proclaims an edict calling for the extermination
of the Jews on the thirteenth of Adar, Mordechai begins to mourn. In perek daled, Mordechai beseeches Esther to go to Achashverosh and plead with him to revoke the law. Esther is initially hesitant to do so as she
is fearful of approaching the king unannounced. In
passuk yud daled, Mordechai sends Esther a message:
“ּ ”כי אם־החרש תחרישי בעת הזאת…ואת ובית־אביך תאבדוOn
the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis… you and your father’s
house will perish.” In Mrs. Ferber’s Megillah class, we learned
a source which further explain this passuk. Mordechai was
entreating Esther to break her family trait of shesikah, silence, by speaking out before Achashverosh. Mrs. Ferber presented another Medrash to support this claim. The
Medrash writes that the trait of silence was passed down
through Esther’s family. Rochel Imeinu exhibited this characteristic when she kept quiet about sharing the signs with
Leah. Her son, Binyomin, knew that his brothers had sold
Yosef, and yet he did not tell Yaacov. (The Medrash writes
that Binyomin remained silent for he realized that if
Hashem had wanted Yaacov to know, it would have been
made known to him.) Many years later, when Shmuel HaNavi privately anointed Shaul as king, the latter remained
By: Elisheva Hoffman

A Deeper Message - After Achashverosh
heard that Vashti refused to come to his party,
he turned to his advisers to ask what to do, “ודין
ּכי כן דבר המלך לפני יודעי כל דת,” “because this was
the matter of the king to turn to his advisers.” Why
does it make a difference that this was the “matter of the king” and why didn’t Achashverosh
judge the case himself ? The Gra explains that
the custom of the time was that the king could
issue a verdict regarding any situation - except
for personal matters relating to the king himself. When faced with what to do with his own
12

wife, a matter of his personal life, Achashverosh turned
to his royal advisers. Later on in the Megillah, though,
when Haman offers his opinion as to what should be
done, he says “יצא דבר המלכות מלפניו,” let there be a royal edict from before him. This, explains the Gra, refers to a
piece of advice separate from the more famous one, that
Vashti should no longer be queen. This advice was that
from now on the king’s power should not be limited in
areas pertaining to the king. The king should now have
authority to be able to judge on any situation, even matters relating to the king, himself. While Haman’s intention
may have been to strengthen the king’s power with this
new law, there is a deeper message to be found. Later on,
this same law will enable Achashverosh to save his wife,
Esther, by decreeing that Haman be hung, without having to turn to ask his court advisers. The Gra writes that
this was truly Hashem, who is misaveiv sibos, orchestrating
behind the scenes and preparing a future yeshuah. This is
just one of many examples in the Megillah of how on the
surface, events may seem coincidental, but with a closer
look we can discern the tremendous power of Hashgachas
Hashem. - Zahava Giloni

Achashverosh was still alive at the time, and had he read
these negative descriptions of himself in the megilla, he
would have been terribly offended. One such example of
this is that the passuk adds (Esther 1:1) a seemingly unnecessary phrase by stating “”אחשורוש הוא אחשורוש. There,
Rashi comments that Achashverosh was equally evil from
the beginning until the end. Clearly, this would have been
extremely offensive to Achashverosh had he read it.
One of the core themes of the Megilla is hester panim,
the idea that Hashem’s presence is concealed. An indication of this is that Hashem’s name is not found anywhere
in the Megilla. Similarly, the Megilla itself is written in a
concealed way, for the Chachamim’s negative allusions to
Achashverosh are veiled. On the other hand, the purpose
of Megillas Esther (as alluded to by its name) is to be
megala, to reveal, that which is hester, hidden. This goal
is achieved through hints in the pesukim, which are expounded upon by various meforshim. In this framework,
we are able to properly be megala the hester panim that is
found in Megillas Esther. As Rabbi Gelley constantly tells
us, one only needs to “connect the dots” to see the Yad
Hashem amidst the hester panim. - Sara Nordlicht

Hester Panim - As tenth graders in Mrs. Ferber’s
Megilla class, we have been treated to an in-depth study
of Megillas Esther, adding new dimensions to the story
we’ve known from our youth. There are many pesukim in
the Megilla which suggest that Achashverosh’s character
was less than exemplary, as revealed to us by various mefoshim. The obvious question we are left with is: why didn’t
the pesukim simply state the intended message outright?
Why do we have to rely on hints to understand what is
being communicated? The answer usually given is that

Mrs. Ferber, my Megillah teacher, introduced me to a
new concept that has relevance in our day and age. The
entire story surrounding the miracle of Purim is based on
hester panim. This means that Hashem reveals Himself in
hidden ways rather than obvious ways. I really appreciate and love Purim because the idea of hester panim is extremely relevant to our lives in galus. Since we don’t have
prophets or the Beis Hamikdash, it is our job to actively
find Hashem in our daily lives. - Ilana Brunner

Divrei Chizuk from Ms. Chevi Garfinkel
When the Gemara tells us to
drink until we can’t discern between good and evil, it does
not mean one should confuse
Haman to be the tzadik gamor
and Mordechai the antithesis.
Rather, through reading the Megillah, we learn that we don’t know
what’s good or bad. What may
seem to us the most dismal catastrophe can indeed turn out to be the most valuable,
auspicious experience in our lives. The plot of the Purim
story is crafted with this underlying message. The Megillah
is a matrix of confusing events that all tie to together at
the end, which is the miracle of Purim as we know it.
Upon a cursory read, Esther being abducted is a tragedy,
but it is what ultimately saved us from annihilation.

Shevatim. Adar is aligned with Yosef Hatzadik. Just like
the month of Adar can be either one or two months, so
too, Yosef can be counted at times as one shevet or at
times as two shvatim (Menashe and Efraim). Yosef was
stricken with countless hardships which were hard to understand for many years, until it became clear that all his
trials and tribulations were for the benefit of Klal Yisroel.

Chazal tell us that each month corresponds to one of the

- Esther Mehlman

The ways of Hashem are beyond the realm of human
comprehension. Sometimes it can take five years to comprehend the purpose our struggles, as in the case of Esther being abducted. Or, it can take twelve years, like Yosef ’s imprisonment. Oftentimes, however, it will take an
entire lifetime, or until Moshiach comes. But not knowing
the end result of our experiences is indeed a blessing in
disguise. This confusion is a catalyst for tefila which brings
an influx of bracha into our lives.
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וחמתו בערה בו

“And no challenge - no challenge - poses a greater threat to future generations to climate change.”
An email made its way
Into our box in recent weeks,
To pithily convey
What must be transpire ‘ere Bibi
speaks.
It opened by observing
How a Persian threat to Jews
While certainly unnervingIs by no means breaking news.

And raised in soulful prayer again.
This message stuck a cord
And so on Tuesday March the third
We came before the L-rd
To ask that Bibi’s voice be heard.
By those who came to cheer him
And by others who did notWe asked Hashem to steer him
To speak words that hit the spot.

It happened once before
That we approached a fateful hour
The day was filled with drama
When a Jew came to the fore
And he rose to the occasion;
And spoke the plainest truth to power.
Yet we don’t think that Obama
Was so open to persuasion.
Yet she didn’t speak her piece
Without requesting of her nation
The president, instead,
That they fast and thus increase
We have good reason to believe,
Almighty G-d’s consideration.
Had climate on his head
And some new programs up his
The outcome is well-known
sleeve.
And cause our venerated Sages
To mark the date as prone
If, perchance, you doubt it
To bring salvation through the ages.
And insist this is absurd:
Just read a bit about itAnd so, the email stated,
There’s no need to take our world!
One can simply not ignore
That the speech so long awaited
In his annual address
On the awesome Congress floorAbout the union’s current state
Obama chose to stress
Will happen on the eve
That climate change will seal our fate.
Of the propitious Fast of Esther
Which brought the Queen reprieve
“No challenge” (he said twice),
From all the villainy that stressed her. Holds greater danger for our kids
Than the swiftly melting ice
Further, it maintained,
We see on vast earth system grids.
That we ought gather now, as then,
With voices unrestrained
Now, please don’t think we scorn
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The folks who forecast gloom and
doom;
The scientists who warn
Us that the end is coming soon.
Indeed, we toss our cans
Into that giant yellow bin;
And use our flimsy pans
Until we see right through the tin.
Our newspapers collect
In every room of our abode,
Before we redirect
Them to the dump on River Road.
We also feel quite strongly
That all the bags should be re-used;
And think they act wrongly
Who have stubbornly refused.
Aerosols are out
Because the strip the ozone clean
In short, there is no doubt
That we are starting to go green.
But really global warming?!
Is that not a wee bit oddWhen planet earth is swarming
With extremists who play G-d?
Who terrorize whole countries
As they murder at their whim;
No end to their effrontery
Is in sight-things look quite grim.
Iran, it seems, is ready
To produce a deadly bomb;
Their progress is quite steady
Underneath their talk of calm.

We respectfully submit
That while the climate change is real,
A far more dreadful hit
May come from jihad and bad deals.
‘Cause the danger that we face
From a dramatic change in weather
Looms far in time and place
And may not happen altogether.
Dear friends, we beg your pardon
As we conjure up a scene
That takes place in the garden
At the party of the queen.
Her secret is divulged
The evil Haman’s been accused;
She’s poised to be indulged
And thereby save her fellow Jews.
Queen Esther’s luck is rife
And it’s about to come together,
When the king cries: ‘My dear wifeThere is a crisis with the weather.’
Perhaps this is absurd

When many lives are on the line;
Which is kind of how we heard
Obama’s words that night at nine.
You who know us well
Are very surely quite perplexed‘Where’, you ask, ‘pray tell,
Is global warming in the text?!’
We combed through all the pages
And we were really quite astounded
It was clear , and so outrageousThat we actually found it!
Queen Vashti is defiant
And the king responds in rageThe text is most compliant
On that first Megillah page.
“Vayiktzof ” - he got real mad
וחמתו בערה בו
His anger was so bad
That it burned inside him so.
But we will now propose
That while the first phrase speaks of
ire,

The  חמה- as in proseDescribes the sun which burned like
fire.
Some of what we sent you
May appear a little strange
But together they present you
With a spoof on climate change.
SNOWCAPS, HOT tamales,
And a touch of OCEAN SPRAY
Are all part of this folly
To enhance your Purim day.
May the GOOD EARTH ‘ever glow
With many SUNKIST FROZEN
PEAKS;
And temps of FIVE BELoW
Like we have seen these last few
weeks.
And may the world emerge
From its new constant state of crisis
To a global warming surge
Which will result in MELTED ISIS!
Simchas Purim, Rebbetzin Neuberger

By: Laya Moskowitz

By: Tamar Spoerri
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Dressing up on Purim
I’ve always loved dressing up for Purim, mostly because it’s a way for me to show off the creativity I’ve been
blessed with. However, there’s one, less positive, trait that
comes along with my creativity: doing things as close to
the deadline as possible. So for years, my parents have
put up with me requesting the craziest supplies about five
days before Purim.

Lisa, a pigeon, and ten pounds of duct tape), things are
pretty crazy. I don’t decide until last minute, and even
then, some part of the picture radically changes between
three days before Purim and Purim itself, and nothing
really goes as planned. Wonderful, right?

it, but in hindsight, I realize she was trying to prevent
my hair from smelling like tomato sauce and cheese from
wearing the pizza box all day.) So in order to make the
costume work, my mom built a triangular wooden frame
and searched through all of Brooklyn to find the perfect
beige and raspberry colored netting to wrap it with. Three
cheers for moms!

Unlike my spontaneous costuming escapades, there
was no precedent that it would all turn out okay. It wasn’t
fun or exciting for the Jews to surprisingly remain actually, physically alive at the end of the day. Though somehow, they still believed. Mordechai, Esther, and many of
the Jews remembered Hashem was in control of every
terrifying event, even when it wasn’t obvious. It didn’t
seem like there was any point in Jewish girls being captured and held in the capital. It didn’t seem like the decree would ever get revoked. It didn’t seem like there was
anyone ready to run and get beige and raspberry colored
netting in the eleventh hour. Yet despite all this, the Jews
remained focused on what they knew would in hindsight
make perfect sense. They knew with Hashem running the
show, everything—everything—is for the good.

But it is. I’ve always ended up on Purim day wearing an
adorably creative costume, that (mostly) isn’t falling apart
In fifth grade, I had my heart set on dressing up as by the minute, smiling and hopefully without my mom
an iPhone. My parents were kind of confused because too annoyed at whatever she had to do to make sure I had
they were both flip phone people. Anyhow, my mom was an awesome costume in time.
going to get me a black poster board for the back of the
And to be honest, I kind of like it that way. Yeah, it’s
phone, but the store didn’t have, so long story short: my
mom ended up out behind my building, spray painting unnerving when everyone’s discussing what they’re going
a flattened cardboard box the color black, with a to-do to be and I have no idea yet, and that moment when we
list taller than Haman’s gallows. And it was The Week of run out of hot glue is absolutely terrifying, but it’s fun to
watch it somehow come together. It always does.
Purim. Good times.
It almost reminds me of. . . the Purim story. (Bet you
The thing is, I have terrific ideas for costumes, but
never
saw that coming.) Like Mrs. Ferber and Ms. Garsometimes I can become too attached to them. In first
grade, for example, I wanted to be a hamentasch. It’s a finkel have taught us, Esther didn’t know it was going to
triangle, so I thought it would be perfect to make the turn out okay. The Jews didn’t know the decree would
costume from a pizza box, which is also shaped like a be revoked. Mordechai had no idea whether Esther was
triangle, when you look at it opened up from the side. even meant to stay in the palace. Maybe he should try to
My mom did not agree with my geometry-savvy, seven- rescue her? Maybe not? . . .Why was Hashem even doing
year-old self. (At the time, I was really annoyed at her for this to them?

My Purim costume exploits go all the way back! When
I was three months old, my parents wanted to dress me
up as jester. They bought a costume which included a
pack of four colorful balls, for some reason. I think they
were intended for the infant juggling prodigies among us,
but I was happy to just chew on them. If you were wondering, the yellow ball tasted the best.
As you can see from my brief history of dressing up
for Purim (the long version includes a black cat, the Mona

- Tamar Spoerri
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Fun & Creative Biblical Purim Costumes
1 person costumes:

5. Neiros, challos, yayin, kiddush

1. A Torah

6. The garb of a kohen hedyot

2. A menorah

7. Four walls of a sukkah

3. The mishkan

8. Lulav, esrog, hadasim, aravos

4. Mashiach ben Dovid

9. The first 4 makos

5. Mashiach ben Yosef

10. Sections of the Arba Turim

6. Mount Sinai
7. A kohen gadol

5 person family:

8. A kohen hedyot

1. Chamisha Chumshei Torah
2. Bnos Tzlafchad

2 person family:

3. The 5 places the mishkan was - Shiloh, Givon,
Gilgal, Nov, Midbar

1. Kruvim

4. The 5 types of grain

2. Har Grizim and Har Evel
3. The Luchos

6 person family:

4. Shiluach Hakan--mother bird and baby egg

1. Sidrei Mishna

5. Mizbeach Hazahav, Mizbeach Hanichoset

2. Days of Creation

6. Lechem Mishna

3. Sons of Leah

7. Menashe and Efraim

4. The last 6 makos

8. Yonah and the whale

5. Six Mitzvot Temidios

9. Snapir & kaskeset (fins and scales)
10. Kalev & Pinchas

7 person family:
1. The 7 names of Yisro

3 person family:

2. The Ushpizin

1. Torah, Avodah, Gemilut Chasadim

3. Mitzvos Bnei Noach

2. The Avos

4. Shmita

3. Three melachim that visited Avraham
4. Gershon, Kehas, and Mirrari

8 person family:

5. Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam

1. The garb of a Kohen Gadol

6. 3 of Haman’s sons

2. Each person is a Menorah, increasing in amount
of candles lit

4 person family:
1. Arbah misos beis din

127 person family:

2. The Imahos

1. Medinos of Achashverosh’s kingdom

3. Four cups of wine for Pesach
4. Chacham, rasha, tam, ayno yodeah lishol

- Ariella Seidemann & Mikki Treitel
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Can You Guess the Teacher?
Email your answers to Moadim@manhattan-hs.org
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